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primitive and the exotic and become genuinely global in its comparisons. From this perspective, 
more sustained attention to Eurasia and a renewed focus on its underlying unity might launch 
the transformation of our parochial scholarly traditions into a mature cosmopolitan

Muslim Religious Life in Khorezm after Socialism
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This book examines religious life in the province of Khorezm in western 
Uzbekistan in the context of the overall political transformations which 
followed the dissolution of the Soviet Union. The people of Khorezm 
consider themselves to be less religious than their fellow countrymen and 
there has been no sharp increase in the observance of the normative 
tenets of Islam since independence. For the great majority, religious 
practice remains connected to life-cycle events and to concerns about 
health, wellbeing and prosperity. The author focuses on the elements of 
everyday religiosity including domestic rituals, shrine-related activities 
and various forms of religious healing. She also analyses the effects of 
state intervention on particular expressions of Muslim religiosity and the 

representatives of new, more puritan understandings.

Krisztina Kehl-Bodrogi was a senior researcher at the 
Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in Halle, 

Department of Cultural Anthropology at the University 


