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Come and see what the LORD has done, you who wreak such destruc-
tion on earth. God makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He 
breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
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When language wages war and weapons do not fall silent  
The Gaza War and its narratives 
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A Psalm of David 
2 How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide 
your face from me? 
3 How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sor-
row in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me? 
4 Look on me and answer, Lord my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will 
sleep in death, 

rejoice when I fall. 
6 But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. I 





Lukas Reineck 

How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow 
in my heart? Ps 13:3. 



How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide 
your face from me? Ps 13:2. 
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rejoice when I fall. Ps 13:5. 



But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.  
Ps 13:6. 
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Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you 
will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 
forgive, and you will be forgiven. Luke 6:36s  



A Confession to Human Rights 

notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your 

when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will 

Luke 6:41s 
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acknowledge inviolable and inalienable 
human rights as the basis of every community
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for my power is made perfect in 

nesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 2 Cor 12:9 
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The book brings into focus diverse perspectives on the conflicts
in the Middle East particularly in the wake of 7 October 2023. It
gathers voices from Lebanon, Syria, Palestine, and Germany, de-
monstrating how history unfolds not only in political events but
also in lived experience. The volume includes essays and perso-
nal narratives, revealing how individuals in for example Beirut,
Latakia, Nablus, or Berlin interpret, endure, and theologically re-
flect on recent developments.
The texts speak about what is often difficult to articulate: fear and
hope, historical traumas, German responsibility, Lebanese and
Syrian wounds, Palestinian lived realities and the impossibility
of collapsing all these perspectives into one single narrative.
The book adopts a multi-narrative approach that creates space for
honest and respectful exchange. It demonstrates how trust built
over decades makes possible what often seems politically unat-
tainable: a conversation that neither harmonizes nor relativizes,
but truly listens.
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