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Image 1: The core of the 1955 team in southern Ethiopia. From left to right: Eike Haberland,
Adolf Ellegard Jensen, Elisabeth Pauli
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Image 1: Village of Dokeno. In front of the expedition house. In the backg
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Image 2: Phallic stele on Tutto Fela, 1934/35
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Image 3: Shelf with ethnographic objects in the Ethnographic Collection of the Frobenius Institute
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Image 4: 16 mm lms in the archives of the Frobenius Institute
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Image 5: Hayu Danke Bikka, main informant 1934/35



Image 6: Harro Midju, main informant 1955
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Image 1: View of Lake Abaya from Midjija
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Image 2: Dokeno. Houses at the road
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Image 3: Travel route of the Frobenius expedition 1934/3515



Image 4: Travel route of the Frobenius expeditio 16
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Image 5: Drying plant for coffee

grazmach

burqi anna

burqi anna

burqi anna

dejazmach

Grazmach

Dejazmach



tawrari

burqi anna

Podocarpus

abba gada abba gada

roga

Fitawrari



Image 6: Area map, hand-drawn by Jensen
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In the beginning, there was only one man and one woman, who had seven sons and an
even greater number of daughters. The sons married their sisters. Four of the sons were
especially fond of each other and built their houses together to form a hamlet to the north;
the other three sons were also especially fond of each other and built their village to the
south of a river. Then the four sons agreed with the three sons that their sons should
henceforth each take their wives from the other village, because the men of their own
farms were too friendly.
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A man only had one daughter. He promised her to a man who he was friends with. Soon
after that, another man asked him for the hand of his daughter. He also promised her to
him. His wife scolded him and asked if he wanted to cut his daughter in two. Then he
pointed to a bitch and said he had two daughters. On the appointed day he rst adorned

prayed to God to give him a second daughter. Under his hands, the bitch transformed
into a beautiful girl who resembled his daughter in everything. He gave her to the bride
applicants of the second man and the members of the dog clan descend from her.



A Derasha man had only one son, whom he loved very much. When the boy died, he was
inconsolable and lamented and wept over this loss. So one day he came to a cousin who

of earth and formed it into a doll (olo). When he gave it to the unhappy father, he pressed
the doll to his body and the doll began to breathe. From this olo descend all people who
belong to the sub clan of the same name of Derasha.
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Once a widow, whose husband belonged to the group of the Gurra in the clan Hanuma
went to collect wood and came to a dry tree stump. When she hit her axe into this tree

out came a living man. The widow took the man in as the son of her deceased husband.
He is the ancestor of the Lakitu people. To honour him, he was given a position in the age
grade institution.
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In Jemjem there used to live a king called Uraga. He was the rst one, and only after him
came the King of the Guji and the chiefs of the Gedeo.

The Gedeo hated him because he was very strict and relentlessly demanded tribute. The
Gedeo had no money and no livestock. Each year they paid one young man and one young
girl from each family who still had the Gedeo hairstyle (i.e. were unmarried). If they did
not pay, Uraga threatened them with robbery. Out of fear, the Gedeo lived in the trees,
and they came down to fetch water only at night.

At that time, Gadjo and Fifo were the abba gada (traditional leaders) in Gedeo. They
were wise and wanted to ght the war against Uraga. Their adversary was Batshe. He
did not want the war. He also no longer wanted to give the sons and daughters from Gedeo
to Jemjem, but he warned against a war with Uraga. He advised that the Gedeo should
leave. But Gadjo and Fifo triumphed with their view; for the people loved the land, and
they were sick of life in the trees. Uraga came to Gedeo with many warriors. He asked:

got a big horn and we no longer want to give our sons and daughters out of the country.

Then the battle began in which Gedeo led by Gadjo and Fifo won. Now the Gedeo were
the rst, and after them came the Jemjem and the Guji.

Among the Gedeo, however, there lived many Jemjem who were now very badly off. When

The Jemjem people who lived among the Gedeo asked Fifo to arrange for them to meet

So, things became peaceful for a while in Gedeo. But soon Gadjo heard the Jemjem ad-
vising that they would restore their former rule. So, he killed many of them and chased the
others away to the south of the country. There they live now and call themselves Uraga.
But they are Jemjem who used to live in Gedeo. Only then did they make peace among
themselves and set up a border between them that no one was supposed to cross.
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kalacha

In this hopeless situation, two men, Datsho and Kifo, decided to steal the kalacha from

their hair done like the Uraga women and spoke in a high voice. Then they went to the
home of the kallu, as the Uraga call their chief, where they arrived at nightfall. They
asked the kallu for night quarters in his house, their house was far away, and they were
helpless women. The kallu is considered to be the protector of women and he took the two
in a friendly manner. When he lay down to sleep at night, he untied the kalacha from his
forehead and laid it by his side. Datsho and Kifo saw that. In the night, when everything
was fast asleep, they stole the kalacha and opened the door as if they wanted to get out.
As soon as they were outside, they ran as fast as they could into the Gedeo land.

The Gedeo were very happy about this deed and honored Datsho and Kifo very much.
However, both belonged to the akaku and therefore one did not want to make them abba
gada (traditional leaders). For the reasons given, this the abba gada should be a dalatta
man, who was found in a man named Gacho from the clan Hemba and they decorated him
with the kalacha. Gacho immediately went to war and defeated the Uraga. Since then the
Gedeo live again on the ground and do not need to give their children to the Uraga.

After 10 years Gacho, who called his group Bilbanna, gave the kalacha to Orame of the
clan Logoda. But he was also akaku and therefore did not want to have such high dignity,
for the reason explained above. He gave the kalacha to a clan comrade who was dalatta.
This man was called Aga and called his group Dalanna. Bilbanna are therefore the older
and Dalanna the younger ones. Since that time the age grade order has been in existence
among the Gedeo.
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Once beer was brewed in both houses to celebrate the ceremony for the central pole of

drunk. But Gacho had only had a small pot of beer prepared. When the guests came to the
akaku man the next day, his large pot was immediately empty without the guests showing

to compete with you in the future, but just tell me how you managed the miracle with the
ne. Just go



found his pot full of beer. He could now also offer his guests beer until they were drunk.
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Image 7: Raba aspirants on the way to the buffalo hunt

dori!
dori



Image 8: Leader of a group with spear and leopard skin
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Image 9: Returning Raba rest at the tejj (mead) house in Dokeno
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Image 10: Ensete garden near Midjija

bokku
olka

mora
bokku

bokku bokku

The Juba



shai matitchau
bokku luba wotti bokku juba worri

doko

guta
abba gada

olka
dambi

guta

abba gada

monesa

maldea



dambi
kadjuma

dagani
kadjuma

kadadu kadadu

cacu

The Gudurru

The Kolulu

uoma
kalacha

kallu uoma



Image 11: Hairstyle of the Gudurru
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Image 13: Leather worker with his sons
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Image 14: Stretched cowhide
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Image 15: Scraping the leather
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Image 16: Paths through an ensete garden



Image 17: Women working on the scraping boards in the ensete garden



Image 18: Woman wearing leather skirt
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Image 19: Dilapidated house of a deceased man, the central pole lies on top
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Image 20: Drummers at a funeral ceremony
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Image 21: Women with feather headdress at funeral feast. The headdress will later be hung on the
memorial pole
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Image 23: Example of a gate
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Image 24: Woman returns from a gathering with butter in her hair
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Protection against theft in the elds
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Image 25: Tare sign
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Image 26: House building: Ensete plant at the site of the central pole
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The state of status groups in Ethiopia minorities between marginalization and inte-
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The ethnography of the Sidama people of southern Ethiopia by A. E. Jensen, Elisabeth Pauli and
Helmut Straube goes back to their research expedition to Sidama in 1954/55. Following their research
trip, they drafted the present work, which they did not publish. It is a classic ethnography divided into
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present work, which he did not publish. It is a classic ethnography divided into the following chap-
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