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primitive and the exotic and become genuinely global in its comparisons. From this perspective, 
more sustained attention to Eurasia and a renewed focus on its underlying unity might launch 
the transformation of our parochial scholarly traditions into a mature cosmopolitan  

Land and Power in Khorezm

Decollectivisation 

Tommaso Trevisani earned his doctorate in social anthropology
at the Free University Berlin. He is currently a Postdoctoral Fellow 
at the Central Asia Seminar of the Humboldt University, also in 
Berlin.

lectivisation, Tommaso Trevisani explores continuity and change in relations 
between rural communities, agricultural producers, and local state authorities 
in the cotton-growing region of Khorezm. Built up during the Soviet period, 
the cotton sector has retained its importance for the state and for rural 
communities in the years since independence, but economic growth remains 

agricultural reform path has diverged from those of most other postsocialist 
countries, and continuity with the past remains strong. But while rural society 
in Khorezm may superficially appear static, the local view presented in this 
book unveils an unexpectedly dynamic situation, characterised by shifts in 
patronage relations, struggles over legitimacy, and transformations in family 
structure and community life. Poised between the state, their communities, 

Khorezm, with their struggle for a place in rural society, are the focus of 

and conflicts.
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